
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
             
Our mission is to honor the memory of those who have chosen our hallowed grounds as their final 
resting place.  We include people of all faiths and offer ground burials as well as a columbarium.  
We are an all-volunteer, non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of this lovely historic 
site.  To this end, we rely on individual and community support as well as donations.

A message from our President 
 

A hearty hello to the Rutherford 
Community! 
 
It is hard to imagine that a year has 
passed.  Just a year ago my wife Sue 
and I moved back to Stillwater after 
spending the previous 18 years in 
Arizona. I know many of you are 
thinking “are you nuts?” I think the 

honest answer to that question is “maybe not”. The 
opportunities to be back with family and friends, both old 
and new friends we have not made yet are endless, 
exciting, and ongoing. I hope that, in the coming year, 
many of you can find time to join us in doing something 
good for Rutherford Cemetery and Columbarium 
Association while making new friends. 
 
During the year we held two clean-up days at Rutherford 
that were very well attended, and I was able to meet some 
new volunteers who had not attended a clean-up before.  
We even had a couple of complete families, mom, dad, 
and children.  The kids were especially helpful in picking 
up sticks and other debris.  It seemed like the kids took 
their jobs very seriously and were determined to help 
preserve the loveliness of Rutherford. Kids, you are very 
welcome to attend this year! We will not be holding 
summer clean ups this year.  It’s just too hot and many of 
us should not be out in the heat, much less out in the heat 
working.  If we have an emergent need we will call a 
special event. 
 
Here is an update on 2022 activities: 

 
 
 
 
Emerald Ash Borer We had to remove eight severely 
infected trees. The trees were removed and thanks to some 
generous donations eight new trees were purchased and 
replanted. Board members volunteered to water them 
twice a week and I am pleased to say that all ended the 
summer healthy and well. We will resume watering in the 
spring to ensure the new trees are well rooted and ready to 
grow without additional irrigation.  
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Bylaws Changes were needed to bring the Association 
into compliance with Minnesota Statute. The work on the 
Bylaws continued and was approved and filed 
appropriately with the state.  The current Bylaws are 
available on the Rutherford website. 

 
Ground Penetrating Radar Complete This has proven very 
beneficial and will serve us well for many years and many 
future burials. 

 
Non-Profit Status We found out that we had lost our non-
profit tax status several years ago. Through the tireless 
efforts of trustee, Jim Masterman, our non-profit status has 
been reinstated by the Internal Revenue Service.  All that 
is left is an acknowledgment by the State of Minnesota. 
 
We are coming up on our annual elections and, once again, 
find ourselves short of candidates and edging closer to not 
having enough trustees to meet the required quorum to 
conduct business. Any ideas about possible candidates to 
serve on the board please submit them to myself or 
Secretary Leslie at rutherfordcemetery@gmail.com.  
Nominations will also be taken at the annual meeting. 
 
In closing, let me thank each of you for your support of 
Rutherford past and present. Please remember: If it is to 
be, it is up to me. Ten small but important words.  

-Jeff Olson, President, 2022-2025 
 

 

In Appreciation 
 
Our sincere thanks to the many members who 
made donations in the form of time, goods, and 
services in 2022. Additionally, the following 
people made monetary donations in 2022. We are 
grateful for the generosity of all. 
 
 

 
 

Dean & Patty Ackerman 
Jerold W. Brosious 

Charles Buehler 
James & Susan Burton 

Leslie & Mike Dorendorf 
Maxine A. Enfield 

Melvin M. & Edythe A. Friedrich 
Randy & Peggy Guse 

Richard & Brenda Guse 
Peg & Dave Hansen 

Verlin D. Hanson 
Iona Holsten 

Charles & Carol Houck 
Bonnie Howard 

Jake & Kerry Johnson 
Roger & Judith Knutson 
Scott R./Kum Cha Kruse 

Tom & Ginny Lange 
Nick & Ann Mastrodicasa 

J.C. & M.A. McComas 
Janet K. Meisterling 

Delbert & Barbara Mitchell 
Mark & Suzanne Myers 

Jeff & Sue Olson 
Linda & Dan Powell 
Cleone F. Pritchard 

Ellen E. Reidt 
Steven P. & Sandy Roth 

Renee Salzbrenner 
James & Mary Stepan 

Lori Swanson 
C. J. Trefethren 
Elizabeth Welke 

Toni E. Ziton 

In Memoriam 
 
Our deepest sympathy to the families and 
friends of Association members who recently 
lost loved ones. 

 
Norma Anderson 
William Dahler 

Michael Dorendorf 
Denise Marie Doty 

Brett Edgell 
Joanna Freedman 

Ron Johnson 
Margaret Rose Nelson 

Nathan Prigge 
Ramona Speltz 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Memorial Day 2023 

In Memoriam 
Our deepest sympathy to the families and friends of Association members who recently lost 
loved ones.


Eileen Williams

 John Kern

Florence M Senske

Dale Williams *

Nichoali Eliasen *

Vivian Guse

Jeannie Kirkpatrick

Mary Brewer -Bitney

John N Wojtowicz

*Veterans 


The full list of veterans is 
available on our website - 
rutherfordcemetery.org

Memorial Day 2023
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Rutherford Board Members 
President    Jeff Olson   2022 - 
2025    
Vice President   Rick Haussner  2022 - 
2025 
Treasurer   Lori Swanson  2021 - 
2024 
Secretary   Leslie Dorendorf  2021 - 
2024 
Lot Sales   Don Grund   Sales 

Trustees    
    Jerry Brandt  2021 - 2024    
    Tom Lange   2022 - 2024 
    Jim Masterman  2022 - 2025 
    Jane Luger   2023 - 2026 
    Sue Olson   2023 - 2026 

2024 Calendar of Events 
Tuesday, April 9th, 6pm 
85th Annual Meeting. Location: Stillwater Evangelical Free Church (next 
to Rutherford). Additional details will be forthcoming and communicated via 
email to association members. Please join us! 

Saturday, May 4, 9am 
Spring Cleanup Day: There is always something for everyone, so please 
join your fellow members in giving the grounds a good sprucing up. We will 
have several tools and supplies available, but buckets, rakes, shovels & 
gloves will no doubt come in handy. 
Inclement weather back-up day Saturday, May 11th 

Monday, May 27, 7am (Sharp!) 
Memorial Day Services: Military service provided by Stillwater VFW Post 
#323. Please come and honor our veterans.  See a full list of veterans at 
our website: rutherfordcemetery.org/veterans 

Saturday, September 14, 9am  
Fall Cleanup Day 
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Rutherford Cemetery & Columbarium 
P.O. Box 895 
Stillwater, MN  55082 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2023 Calendar of Events 
Tuesday, April 11, 6pm  

84thAnnual Meeting. Location: Stillwater Evangelical Free Church (next to Rutherford). Additional 
details will be forthcoming and communicated via email to association members. 
 

Saturday, May 6, 9am 
(Inclement weather back-up day Saturday, May 13) 

Spring Cleanup Day:  There is always something for everyone, so please join your fellow members in giving 
the grounds a good sprucing up. We will have several tools and supplies available, but buckets, rakes, shovels & 
gloves will no doubt come in handy. 

 
Monday, May 29, 7am (Sharp!) 

Memorial Day Services:  Military service provided by Stillwater VFW Post #323.  Members will be 
emailed with more details. 

Saturday, September 16, 9am (back-up September 23)  
Fall Cleanup Day 

 
Members will be notified via email if any of these events are postponed/cancelled. 

Benches donated to Rutherford Cemetery 

Many thanks to the families that donated a bench in memory of their 
loved ones. They are such a wonderful addition to our historic cemetery! 
Thanks to Sue Olson for planning and managing this project.   

 

Prigge Family          

Masterman Family 

Kern Family  

Benches donated to Rutherford Cemetery 

Many thanks to the families that donated a bench in memory of their 
loved ones. They are such a wonderful addition to our historic cemetery! 
Thanks to Sue Olson for planning and managing this project.   

 

Prigge Family          

Masterman Family 

Kern Family  

Benches donated to Rutherford Cemetery 

Many thanks to the families that donated a bench in memory of their 
loved ones. They are such a wonderful addition to our historic cemetery! 
Thanks to Sue Olson for planning and managing this project.   

 

Prigge Family          

Masterman Family 

Kern Family  


